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& PRIMARY SCHOOL

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which our parish stands, the
Wurundjeri-Balluk clan of the Woi wurrung people in the Kulin Nation. We respectfully recognise elders, both
past and present, and join in a silent prayer for healing of the pains caused by our ancestors.

Central to the mission of St John’s Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem
and integrity of children and young people and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching
environment to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially.

9TH / 10TH MAY 2020, FIFH SUNDAY OF EASTFR, YEAR A

Dear Parishioners, Friends and Visitors,

To THE MoMs WHO ARE

To the Moms who are struggling, to those filled with
incandescent joy.

To the Moms who are remembering children who have
died, and pregnancies that miscarried.

To the Moms who decided other parents were the best
choice for their babies, to the Moms who adopted
those kids and loved them fierce.

To those experiencing frustration or desperation in
infertility.

To those who knew they never wanted kids, and the ways
they have contributed to our shared world.

To those who mothered colleagues, mentees,
neighborhood kids, and anyone who needed it.

To those remembering Moms no longer with us.

To those moving forward from Moms who did not show
love, or hurt those they should have cared for. A MOTHER'S LOVE

There are times when only a mother's love
Can understand our tears,

Can soothe our disappoints

And calm all of our fears.

There are times when only a mother's love
Can share the joy we feel

When something we've dreamed about
Quite suddenly is real.

There are times when only a mother's faith

TODAY is a day to honor the unyielding love and care for
others we call 'Motherhood,' wherever we have
found it and in whatever ways we have found to
cultivate it within ourselves.

Hannah Kardon, Pastor at Elston Avenue
United Methodist Church

MOTHERS EVERYWHERE Can help us on life's way
May the blessing of the Divine And inspire in us the confidence
Be an especially bright benediction We need from day to day.
Upon mothers everywhere For a mother's heart and a mother's faith
On your blessed day - And a mother's steadfast love
On Mother's Day! Were fashioned by the angels

And sent from God above.
- Author Unknown - Author Unknown




PARISH PRIEST: Fr Mario Zammit mssp
PARISH SECRETARY: Mary Peeris
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

CHAIR: Michelle Robertson

COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Domenica Ashworth;

Timothy Boyle

Margaret Bradley

Adrian Daly

Moira Di Cesare

Karen Frost

Russell Lew-Kee

SAFEGUARDING COMMITTEE CHAIR:
Michelle Penson (0499 891 101)
PARISH PROGRAMME COORDINATORS:
Jan McCaffrey (0423 478 504)
Elizabeth Williamson (0447195553)
PARISH OFFICE:

52 Yarra Street Heidelberg 3084

t: 9457 1066

e: heidelberg@cam.org.au

w: cam.org.au/heidelberg
Facebook.com/stjohnheidelberg
Instagram.com/stjohn.heidelberg
OFFICE HOURS:

Mo, Tu, Th, Fr; 9:30am to 2:30pm
MASS TIMES:

WEEKEND: Saturday: 6:00pm
SUNDAY: 8:30am, 10:30am, 5:00pm
AUSTIN HOSPITAL:

3rd Sunday of the Month at 9:30am
WEEKDAYS: 9:15am

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
Saturdays at 9:45am & 5:30pm

or by appointment

BAPTISMS: Sundays at 11:45am, by
appointment

BAPTISM INFORMATION EVENING:

Last Thursday of each month at
7:30pm in the parish house, except
Dec and Jan

WEDDINGS: By appointment

FIRST RECONCILIATION,

FIRST COMMUNION, CONFIRMATION:
Parish Secretary (9457 1066)
ROSARY: Monday to Saturday after
morning Mass

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT:
Wednesday: 7:30pm - 9:00pm;
Thursday: 9:40am - 11:00am,
Friday: 8:00am - 9:00am

LECTIO DIVINA: Every second and
fourth Monday of the month at
7:00pm, in the parish house
LEGION OF MARY: Every Tuesday
night at 7:00pm in the parish house;
contact Sue 9459 8604

PARISH PILGRIM STATUE OF MARY:

To have the statue of Mary in your
home for one week contact Marj
McBroom m: 0414 289 304

ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC PARISH PRIMARY:
PRINCIPAL: Maureen Stella

55 Cape St Heidelberg 3084

t: 9459 2963;
office@sjheidelberg.catholic.edu.au
HALL HIRE:

Contact parish office during hours.

PARISH PRAYER

Heavenly Father, we the parishioners of St John’s are grateful for all we have
received from the men, women and children of our past. Help us to cherish
and maintain our parish heritage. Most of all, enable us to be people who
welcome the stranger, the needy, the sick and the lonely. Like St John, our
patron saint, may we be people who love others, as your Son Jesus, asked us
to do. We make this prayer, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SPIRITUAL  COMMUNION PRAYER: My
Jesus, | believe that You are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament. | love
You above all things, and | desire to
receive You into my soul. Since |
cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart. | embrace
You as if You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You. Never
permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

PRAYER TO MARY: O  Mary,
You shine continuously on our
journey as a sign of salvation and
hope. We entrust ourselves to you,
Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of
the cross, were united with Jesus’
suffering, and persevered in your
faith.

‘Protectress of the Roman people,
you know our needs, and we know
that you will provide, so that, as at
Cana in Galilee, joy and celebration
may return after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to
conform ourselves to the will of the
Father and to do what Jesus tells us.
For he took wupon himself our
suffering, and burdened himself with
our sorrows to bring us, through the
cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.
Amen.

We fly to your protection, O Holy
Mother of God; Do not despise our
petitions in our necessities, but
deliver us always from every danger,
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.

Dear brothers and sisters, through the
Paschal Mystery we have been buried
with Christ in Baptism, so that we may
walk with him in newness of life. And
so, now that our Lenten observance is
concluded, let us renew the promises of
Holy Baptism, by which we once
renounced Satan and his works and
promised to serve God in the holy
Catholic Church.

Do you reject sin so as to live in the
freedom of God’s children? | do

Do you reject the glamour of evil and
refuse to be mastered by sin? | do

Do you reject Satan, father of sin and
prince of darkness? I do

Do you believe in God, the Father
almighty, creator of heaven and earth?
I do

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord, who was born of the
Virgin Mary, was crucified, died and
was buried, rose from the dead and is
now seated at the right hand of the
Father? | do

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Holy Catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body and life
everlasting? | do

God, the all-powerful Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, has given us a new birth by
water and the Holy Spirit, and forgiven
all our sins. May he also keep us
faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ for ever
and ever. Amen.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
RECENTLY DECEASED: Joan Violet Faulkner.

ANNIVERSARY: Peter Kazysik.

Names on the sick list remain for six weeks, unless otherwise advised.
Please submit any items for the newsletter, including sick, recently deceased and
anniversaries, by Thursday morning.




COVID CHURCH SERVICES AT ST JOHN’S:
We continue to offer Church services
on our Facebook page:
facebook.com/stjohnheidelberg.  As
this is a public page anyone can follow

these services, even without a
personal  Facebook profile. Live
streaming: Mass at 9:15am on

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday; Rosary and adoration at
5:000m on Sunday, Monday,
Thursday and  Friday; Saturday
evening: Rosary and adoration at
5:30pm followed by Vigil Mass at
6:00pm; Sunday: Mass at 8:30am.
Please join us in prayer.

CHURCH DONATIONS: Dear Parishioners,
thank you for continuing to support
the parish even during this time of
physical isolation and reduced activity
in the church. Here are some details
you may need to help with your
contributions: parish bank account
details are Account name: St John’s
Catholic Parish, BSB: 633 000 Account
Number: 138400957. Kindly indicate
your thanksgiving number and parish
or presby in the reference section. If
you do not have a thanksgiving
number please include your family
name. You can also use the facility on
the parish web page, bottom left hand
side, or on the parish Facebook page.
Please use the comments section to
include your details. Thank you for
your generosity.

A PRAYER BY POPE FRANCIS:
We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God.

In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and
anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God and our Mother, and seek refuge under
your protection.

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus
pandemic. Comfort those who are distraught and mourn their loved ones who
have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them deeply. Be close
to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and who, in order
to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with hope
those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the consequences
for the economy and employment.

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies,
that this great suffering may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew.
Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the sick
and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be opened to confidence and
trust.

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the
frontline of this emergency, and are risking their lives to save others. Support
their heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and continued health.

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in
their pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and support
everyone.

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific
research, that they may find effective solutions to overcome this virus.

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they
may come to the aid of those lacking the basic necessities of life and may
devise social and economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and solidarity.

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested
in developing and stockpiling arms will instead be spent on promoting effective
research on how to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future.

Beloved Mother, help us realise that we are all members of one great family
and to recognise the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and
solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty and need.
Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer.

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and
pray that God will stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from this
terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course.

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we
entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen.

AT HOME WITH GOD

Today’s gospel comes from the long instruction that Jesus, according to the fourth gospel, gives to his
disciples at the Last Supper. He reflects upon his return to the Father and what his absence will mean for the

disciples.

Jesus’ ‘departure’ seems to operate on two levels. The setting of the supper on the night before he dies,
makes it natural to understand his ‘going away’ as a reference to this imminent departure in death; his
‘coming back,” then, would refer to his appearance on the third day as risen Lord.

At a deeper level, however, Jesus addresses a more permanent ‘going away’ when he returns to the Father
following his appearances to the disciples. From this perspective, his ‘coming back would refer to his return as

world judge at the end of time.

At this level what Jesus says does not bear upon the short period between Good Friday and Easter but upon
the indefinite ‘time of the Church’ that will follow.

During this time—which remains our time—the disciples will feel keenly the loss of his physical presence.
But Jesus insists that it will be a better time in fact. His departure to the Father through his death upon the
cross will defeat the grip of sin and death upon the human race, and open up the gift of eternal life.

Jesus is ‘the Way, the Truth and the Life’ in the sense that his death supremely reveals the ‘truth’ about
God (that God is love) and opens up the ‘way’ to human sharing in God’s (eternal) ‘life.’

Fr Brendan Byrne s;j



FIRST READING Acts of the Apostles 6:1-7

About this time, when the number of disciples was
increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against
the Hebrews: in the daily distribution their own
widows were being overlooked. So the Twelve called
a full meeting of the disciples and addressed them, ‘It
would not be right for us to neglect the word of God
so as to give out food; you, brothers, must select
from among yourselves seven men of good
reputation, filled with the Spirit and with wisdom; we
will hand over this duty to them, and continue to
devote ourselves to prayer and to the service of the
word.” The whole assembly approved of this proposal
and elected Stephen, a man full of faith and of the
Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert
to Judaism. They presented these to the apostles,
who prayed and laid their hands on them.

The word of the Lord continued to spread: the
number of disciples in Jerusalem was greatly
increased, and a large group of priests made their
submission to the faith.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 32:1-2.4-5.18-19

Response: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place
our trust in you.

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;
for praise is fitting for loyal hearts.

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp,
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs.

R./

For the word of the Lord is faithful
and all his works to be trusted.
The Lord loves justice and right
and fills the earth with his love.

R./

The Lord looks on those who revere him,
on those who hope in his love,

to rescue their souls from death,

to keep them alive in famine.

R./

Response: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place
our trust in you.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:4-9

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but
chosen by God and precious to him; set yourselves
close to him so that you too, the holy priesthood that
offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has
made acceptable to God, may be living stones making

a spiritual house. As scripture says: See how | lay in
Zion a precious cornerstone that | have chosen and
the man who rests his trust on it will not be
disappointed. That means that for you who are
believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers, the stone
rejected by the builders has proved to be the
keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to bring
men down. They stumble over it because they do not
believe in the word; it was the fate in store for them.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the
praises of God who called you out of the darkness
into his wonderful light.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!l

| am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord,;
no one comes to the Father, except through me.
Alleluial

John 14:1-12

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me. There are
many rooms in my Father’s house; if there were not, |
should have told you. | am now going to prepare a
place for you, and after | have gone and prepared you
a place, | shall return to take you with me; so that
where | am you may be too. You know the way to the
place where | am going.’

GOSPEL

Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are
going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus said: ‘l am
the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can come to
the Father except through me. If you know me, you
know my Father too. From this moment you know
him and have seen him.’

Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we
shall be satisfied.” ‘Have | been with you all this time,
Philip,” said Jesus to him ‘and you still do not know
me? ‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father, so
how can you say, “Let us see the Father”? Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in
me? The words | say to you | do not speak as from
myself: it is the Father, living in me, who is doing this
work. You must believe me when | say that | am in the
Father and the Father is in me; believe it on the
evidence of this work, if for no other reason.

‘I tell you most solemnly, whoever believes in me
will perform the same works as | do myself, he will
perform even greater works, because | am going to
the Father.’

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses,
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981,
1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.



